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Papillion, NE 68046              Lodge website: www.papillion39.com 
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Words from the South 
 
     This year marks the 300th anniversary of “Modern 
Freemasonry”, and once the 2017 Grand Lodge officers 
are installed I’m sure we’ll be hearing a lot about that 
anniversary this year. 
     Many of you already know much more about 
masonic history than I’ll ever know, but for the benefit 
of those who aren’t familiar with the history of the 
fraternity I thought I would talk about this a little bit. 
     It seems like a lot of folks are under the impression 
that Freemasonry is a 300 year old institution and that 
we got our start in 1717 when four 
lodges decided to create the Grand 
Lodge of England. 
     The part that some folks don’t realize 
is that these four lodges already existed, 
and had existed for an untold number of 
years prior to them forming the first 
grand lodge.  Additionally, those weren’t 
the only lodges at the time, we know that 
there were many others as well.   
     Prior to 1717, Freemasonry truly was a 
Secret Society and few people who 
weren’t involved with it even know of its 
existence.  When the Grand Lodge of 
England was formed, there were many 
lodges that were unhappy to see some 
lodges emerge from the veil of secrecy to 
publicly acknowledge the existence of 
the fraternity.  There are many great 
books written about this topic, and if 
you’re curious to know more I would 
recommend picking up one of those 
books.  The history is truly fascinating. 
     When the fraternity was actually 
founded is a topic that has been debated 
for ages, and is sometimes one of the 
topics discussed around the table when a 
bunch of us get together for chow.  It’s 
also something that I find extremely 
interesting to learn about.   
     It’s been well documented that 
masonic lodges met well into the mid 
1600s, and some accounts even suggest 
that lodges can be traced back to the 
1500s.  There are also documents dated 
in the late 1300s that are tied to the 
fraternity, and other folks present some 
compelling arguments that it goes back 

much further than that. 
     While not everyone will agree on when the 
fraternity was founded, it is clear that the roots of our 
beloved institution go way back in history.  So, when 
you hear the talk about our 300th anniversary, just 
keep in mind that our ancient brothers were getting 
together long before 1717. 

 
Dan Marr 
Junior Warden 
 

(United Grand Lodge of England) 
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From the Desk of the Secretary/Recorder 
 
     dues, dues, dues... 
     Actually, well over half are already in...when I sent 
out the 2nd notices...I only mailed 142 notices...that is 
out of 165 lodge and 177 York rite, or 41.5% left 
outstanding at that point...I am averaging a little over 
one payment a day, two requests for demit (not 
allowed here unless you are transferring, so it boils 
down to a request to be suspended) and one death...I 
am down to less than 50 on one and under 60 in the 
other...ahead of earlier years. 
     I will remind the brothers, companions and sir 
knights of the cost of collection...stamps are going back 
up to 49 cents, extra ounce and bulk mail are also 
increasing, paper, envelopes and toner are not free 
either...we have two that have disappeared, one on 
each side...the one on the York Rite is probably active 
duty out of country, the lodge brother needs the 
membership committee to gear up, I need help. 
     February and I will begin traveling again...almost a 

down hill pull from here...Grand Lodge, then Texas, 
back to Missouri, out to California via Arizona, then 
back to Missouri the first weekend of April...I'll be back 
in between most trips, catch up on minutes and 
communications. 
     Ron from the MESH called the other day for Jerrie (if 
you are surprised we were both here, you've been 
living in a cave) and they scheduled the Band to be 
here on the 15th of March...put it on your calendar. I 
went up last Saturday to work with the low brass...I did 
that plus restringing two guitars...the tuba player is 
doing great, the trombone player has the best tone I 
have heard at that level...the baritone player has a way 
to go...but he is working hard on it. I expect they will 
be well ahead of the curve when they get here. It will 
be a good time. 

 
Carl Highman 
Secretary 39,61, YRO; Recorder 1 CM, 1 KT 

 

Note From The Lodge Secretary to: 
Heads of Bodies, Secretaries, & anyone else 

receiving Mail at the Papillion Masonic Center 
 
     The Post Office personnel very patiently place in our 
box items sent to 101 Centennial Road, 8411 
Centennial Road, 84th & Centennial Road, 8400 
Centennial Road and those are just the ones I 
remember seeing. 
     I know that some of the ones addressed 101 
Centennial have been returned to the sender.   
     The street address is 105 W Centennial Road.  
     We do NOT have mail delivery at the building. If you 
have a package, it needs to go to your home address. 
 
Our mailing address is: 
P O Box 460951 
Papillion, NE 68046-0951 
 
Please inform those with whom you correspond. 

 
Carl Highman 
Secretary 

Coffee On the Square 
 
     The January session opened with prayer and the 
Pledge of Allegiance led by Worshipful Brother Jona-
than Paz.  Approximately 13 brothers were in attend-
ance. Breakfast was prepared by Brother John Walker 
and Sister Jessica Walker. Coffee was served by Sister 
Jerrie Wilcox.  
     The objective of this session was to “Roast the out-
going Master”. Kind words for Worshipful Brother 
Geoffrey Talmon we given by Worshipful Brother Jona-
than Paz, Ken Kolodzie, Brother Bob Lewis and Wor-
shipful Brother Paul Kenyon. 
     We reviewed the calendar of upcoming events, then 
adjourned in time to help prep the hall for the Installa-
tion of Officers later that day. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted 
Bob Lewis 
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The Ghosts of Masters Past 
by Brad Harbin 

 
     Hello again Brethren. This month I am speaking with 
Worshipful Master Bill Young. I have to say Brother Bill 
is my favorite Past Master, he and I go way back. We 
were friends before joining the Lodge. We have seen 
the birth of each other’s children, the deaths of each 
other’s parents and we have seen the worst this world 
can throw at someone. Bill is a true brother to me as 
well as a fraternal brother. I have always had the 
utmost respect for Bill as I’m sure most of you have as 
well. Bill is never at a loss for words and his year as 
Master was one of the most exciting years of Lodge 
that I have been a part of. Now let’s delve a little 
deeper into the mind of Brother Bill and see what he 
has brought back from the East. 
 
     Q- You have made it well known that you feel you 
did not have a good year as Master. Why do you feel 
that way and what do you feel that you would have 
done different? 
     A- So, at the beginning of the year I knew that if I did 
nothing but sit in the East everybody would have shook 
my hand at the end of the year and said, “Good job. 
You had a great year.” Even if I would have done 
nothing. And so I knew that and I didn’t want that to 
be the expectation of the lodge. I wanted to keep 
going, progressing and making the lodge more 
important more meaningful. So I set up some 
expectations for the officers, maybe too many and we 
didn’t do even half of what I laid out. And that was 
disappointing. The same guys did everything all the 
time and that was disappointing. If I had to do it again, 
I would set lower expectations and I would do a better 
job of setting appropriate expectations for peoples 
skills set instead of having a straight across bar of “this 
is what I want people to do”. Because I didn’t use 
people appropriately based on their strengths I tried to 
make everybody do the same thing, that wasn’t good. 
That was part of the disappointment too. 
     Q- How have your views on Masonry changed from 
your first year after joining and after serving as 
Master? 
     A- I will say from my first day from becoming a 
member until now being gone a year out, I understand 
that the connection that we have as Masons and I see 
the bigger picture of what Masonry is. I think in the 
Blue Lodge we kind of get caught up in the Tuesday to 
Tuesday race there and I can see that now maybe now 

why it’s important. I think that when the newness 
wears off, when the conspiracy theories and the 
secrets go away, you start to get a better 
understanding of what you’re apart of and with that 
your appreciation of that fraternity grows a little bit.  
     Q- You have been noticeably absent after your year 
as Master. Why have you taken this time away from 
Lodge and how has it affected your outlook on 
Masonry? 
     A- I was pissed after my year. There was some things 
that happened, some things that didn’t happen. Some 
conversations that I had and I was pissed. My year did 
not go like I thought it would be, you know, as I was 
going through the chairs? I see now that that was 
partially my fault, but I needed some time to figure out 
if it was really worth it and if it was what I really 
wanted out of Masonry and if I still wanted to be a part 
of it. I think the time away has deepened my 
understand for what it means to be a brother and it 
has given me some perspective that I didn’t have when 
I was focused on the ritual and the pancake feed and 
whether or not Carl was telling me everything he was 
doing. I can see now the relationships that we have 
and the common ground that we build up and I needed 
to step away to see that.  
     Q- Do you plan on becoming active in Lodge again 
and if so do you have any ideas you’d like to contribute 
or suggestions for the current line? 
     A- Absolutely, I will be active again. I consider myself 
an active Mason now as far as living my life according 
to our obligations and still researching and keeping 
lines of communication open with the brothers. I 
haven’t participated in any lodge activities in a while, 
but it’s a good thing I didn’t because I needed to take 
that time to figure out why I was so upset and why 
things happened the way they happened.  
My suggestion for people that are in line is probably 
the suggestions that were passed down to me from 
Paul Kenyon all the way down to Jonathan to Pat to  

Ride to Lodge 

Do you want to be with your fellow Papillion Lodge 
brothers but have not been able to because you cannot 
drive at night? Contact Secretary Carl Highman at 402-

339-3205 or papio39@gmail.com 
and he will try to arrange to have 
one of the brothers pick you up 
at your residence and return you 
there after the meeting. 



 

5 

The Ghosts of Masters Past (continued) 
by Brad Harbin 

 
everybody else. Pick one thing that you want to 
accomplish and put your heart and soul into it and try 
to do it. The accomplishment of a Master is not 
measured in the 12 months you’re in the East, but 
measured in decades and centuries that the craft has 
been around. Its understanding and knowing what it 
really means to be a brother and take some time to 
enjoy it now and learn who your brothers are. Learn 
what they can and can’t do and when you get the 
opportunity to become pillar or to sit in the East use 
that knowledge and use them effectively based on 
their skill set. You’ll get disappointed if you try to get 
them to do something they cannot do. Some people 
aren’t ritualists, don’t make them ritualists, some 
people can’t plan a hamburger feed, don’t have them 
plan a hamburger feed. Some people are afraid to call 
other lodges and visit. Don’t have them do that. Just 
know what they can do and have them do it. And have 
your one thing and know that at the end of your year, 
even if you accomplish nothing, we will still shake your 
hand and say good year.  
     Q- What is something you’d like to see for the 

future of our Lodge? 
     A- I’ve always wanted our lodge to be the “spot” 
where the guys hang out, where the kids play together, 
where everything happens. We’ve had glimpses of 
that, we’ve had little moments like Superbowl parties 
and birthday parties and things where that’s what I 
want it to be, but the lodge and our relationship with 
each other has to become more important and we 
have to work on that. My best times in lodge where 
standing outside until 10:00, 11:00 or midnight talking 
in the parking lot and hanging out afterwards and that. 
I know that there are people that are Shriners and in 
other bodies and that’s where they go to do their 
things but what I’d really like to see is Blue Lodge 
become that place where we all get together and we 
actually enjoy it instead of it being like a job  
 
I think we can all agree with the thoughts Bill has given 
in this interview. I know I, for one, would like to see the 
Lodge that he describes in the answer to the last 
question. Until next month Brothers. 

 
Brad Harbin 

 

from Laughter on the Level by Martin Faulks 
 
     It was an exciting day for Freemasonry in Dublin. 
One of the Past Masters of the Lodge was appearing on 
the television quiz show Mastermind. His specialist 
subject: Freemasonry and its history. The questions 
started: 
     When was the Bail Bridge Square discovered? 
     "Pass." 
     When was the first Grand Lodge founded? 
     "Pass." 
     Who was the first Irish Grand Master? 
     "Pass." 
     Then a voice from the crowd piped up, "That's right, 
Paddy, don't you tell him nothing!" 

The American Red Cross 

 

Please donate and/or help us spread the word 
 

Papillion Community Blood Drive 
Papillion Masonic Center 

 
January 11th 11:30 am-5:30 pm 

 
Call 800-RedCross or go to www.redcrossblood.org 

to schedule your appointment 
 

Walk-ins are welcome! 
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Traveling Gavel 
 
     At our December business meeting, several brothers 
from Mizpah Lodge #302 brought the Traveling Gavel 
to present to our lodge. 

     For those who aren’t familiar with it, the “M.W. 
James L. (Sonny) Eatmon Traveling Gavel”  was 
presented as a gift to the Grand Lodge by the family of 
Past Grand Master James L. “Sonny” Eatmon in 2005.  
Since then, the gavel departs Annual Communication 
each year going to the lodge of the new Grand Master.   

     It then becomes the responsibility of at least four 
brethren (two of which should be officers) of that 
lodge to visit another lodge within 30 days to carry and 
deposit the gavel to the visited lodge.  That lodge will 
then hold the same obligation of visiting and 
depositing the gavel in another lodge within 30 days.   
     The Traveling Gavel has become a symbol of unity 
and cooperation within the Nebraska Lodges, and it’s a 
great way of encouraging visitations among the lodges 
and the brethren 
     On Tuesday January 3rd, several members of 

Papillion Lodge visited Waterloo Lodge #102 to fulfill 
our part in the Traveling Gavel tradition.  WB Geoffrey 
Talmon presented the gavel, and Carl Highman, Ken 
Kolodzie, Curtis Marr, and I attended as well. 

     The brothers of that lodge were very welcoming and 
we had a good time meeting some new brothers and 
chatting with brothers we already knew. 
     I hadn’t heard of the Traveling Gavel program until 
the gavel showed up in our lodge in December.  The 
brothers who delivered it said that it had spent most of 
its time traveling around to the western lodges over 
the last few years, which probably explains why I 
hadn’t heard of it.  However, I think this is a fantastic 
program!  The gavel is beautifully crafted, and it’s a 
great excuse to get the brothers out to some other 
lodges. 
     With Annual Communication right around the 
corner, the gavel is about to head back to the Grand 
Master to end one journey.  Its new trek around the 
state will begin in the home lodge of our incoming 
Grand Master in February.  I hope that it finds its way 
back to Papillion sometime soon. 

 
Dan Marr 

Paper or Electronic? 

If you receive a paper copy of this Trestleboard, 
you could help the lodge save some money by 
signing up to receive it electronically, if you have 
access to email. 
     To change how you receive your copy of this 
Trestleboard, please call the Lodge (402)-339-3205 
or send Carl an email: papio39@gmail.com  
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Social Order of the Beauceant 
 
     Our Assembly held our first Stated Meeting in 
January, holding a practice prior to the meeting. We 
installed two more officers, Sisters Anita Sohm (Worthy 
Oracle) and Bev Donham (Assistant Marshal). We have 
one more officer to install. Our January Social Day was 
held on January 20th, Inauguration Day.  Our hostesses 
for a lovely afternoon lunch at Olive Garden were 
Sisters Jeanne Karnegis and Arlene Clarke; although 
Sister Arlene was unable to join us because of a fall – 
she was missed. 
     Our Assembly is very honored as we have two 
Supreme Appointments - Sister Tami Stites is Supreme 
Standard Bearer, and Sister Anne Phillips has been 
appointed Advisory Chairman of Knights Templar. 
     Our February Business Meeting will be February 3rd. 
Several of our officers will be attending Grand Lodge so 

we will fill what stations we need to with substitutes 
that afternoon. We will have our catered lunch at 
noon, followed by our meeting at 1:00 p.m. Our 
February Social Day will be February 17th and we will 
meet at the Pizza Ranch on 84th Street (3010 South 
84th Street) at 11:00 a.m. Hostesses for that day will 
be Sisters Bev Pickering and Gail Lichtenberg. 
     Our March Business Meeting will be March 3rd. I 
anticipate we will have a practice that morning, 
followed by our usual catered lunch and meeting. Our 
March Social Day will be March 17th at 11:30 a.m. - we 
will meet at Olive Garden on Dodge Street (7505 
Dodge Street). Our hostesses for that day will be 

Sisters Isobel Taylor and Anita Sohm. 
 
 Fraternally, 
 Gail Lichtenberg 
 Worthy President 

Crusade Chapter Order of DeMolay 
 
     We have one active boy and one that will age out 
this year.  We have two others that come down from 
Omaha for the fun nights...not always on site, so if you 
have someone to join them you will need to contact 
Dad Kevin or Dad Dalton, they should have the activity 
plans. 
     Jonathan Paz, Jeffrey Coleman, AJ Johnson or I can 
help you get in touch with them. 
     We have three boys pending, just haven't started 
coming, another three over that and we can start 
doing ritual again. Parents who wish to be active in the 
advisory board or in restarting the parents club 
(formerly Mothers Club...but women can now be 
advisors) are also welcome. 
     A quick version of DeMolay for those that aren't 
acquainted with it: youth group for boys 12-21, not "Jr 
Masons", taught the lessons of the 7 cardinal virtues: 
Filial Love; Reverence for Sacred Things; Courtesy; 
Comradeship; Fidelity; Cleanness; Patriotism. 
     We have had three Past State Master Councilors join 
this lodge when they came of age. An active chapter is 
good for the boys and good for the lodge. 

 
Carl Highman 
Chairman, Advisory Board 
 
 

 

Adah Chapter #52 OES 
 
     2017 has arrived at last and Adah Chapter is excited 
for the new year ahead!  We held a closed installation 
at our January stated meeting.   
     All members are welcome to join us for Lunch 
Bunch!  We will meet at the Farmhouse Café on 84th 
Street.  Meetings are held fourth Tuesday, every other 
month.  If you are not on the calling list and would like 
to be added, please give Sr. Sister Sandy Panzer (402-
731- 4614) or Sr. Georgia Ford (402-238-3090) a call so 
you can be included. If you can just attend occasionally, 
give Sisters Sandy or Georgia a call by the Sunday 
before the Tuesday meeting. If you can, please bring $2 
gift for Kensington cards. The "Lunch Bunch" meetings 
for 2017 are Jan 24, Mar 28; May 23; July 25; Sept 26; 
& Nov 28th. Members have a great time and would 
love to have you join in!! 
     The big news this year is the celebration of Adah 
Chapter’s 125th anniversary.   Watch for upcoming 
details, but save the date, June 4, 2017 from 1-3pm 
and join us at the Papillion Masonic Center for a 
celebration! We will be asking for memorabilia to 
share so start looking now. Br. A. J. Johnson will be 
making a rocking chair for our chapter to raffle off 
beginning in January and drawing will be done at our 
125th celebration on June 4th.  See any officer for 
tickets. 

 
Erin Marr 
Associate Matron 
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Florence Chapter #61 Royal Arch Masons 
 
     Here in a few weeks, Florence Chapter will be 
hosting our one big fundraising event of the year.  The 
Soup Supper, which should probably be named “The 
Royal Arch Chili, Soup, and Ukulele Extravaganza”!  The 
festivities will start at 3:00 PM and it’ll be held at 
Papillion Lodge.  We would love to have everyone from 
the Papillion Masonic Family come and join us for the 
great food, ukulele entertainment, and more. 
     When I became High Priest of the chapter, there 
were three main things that I wanted to accomplish.  
Having a memorable and successful soup dinner 
fundraiser was one of those goals, so I am very anxious 
for the event to get here and I hopeful that we’ll have 
a good turnout. 
     After this fundraiser we’ll turn our attention to the 
York Rite Spring Festival that will be taking place in 
March.  The Royal Arch degrees will happen on March 
4th, so you’ll be hearing more about them in my article 
next month. 

 
Daniel Marr 
High Priest 

First Crusades and they sought absolution for their sins 
in the war.  Instead, King Baldwin asked the knights to 
save their souls by protecting pilgrims on the road to 
Jerusalem.  
     Most of the knights and soldiers who fought in the 
First Crusade returned home as soon as the war was 
finished.  The roads from Europe down into Jerusalem 
quickly became dangerous, and unarmed pilgrims 
making their trek to the Holy Land became frequent 
victims of robbery, rape, and murder on the roads 
along the eastern coast of the Mediterranean. 
     The “Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ” were given use 
of the al-Aqsa mosque to store arms, clothing, food, 
stable horses, and use as their headquarters.  The 
mosque is a great underground vault at the southeast 
corner of the Temple Mount.  They became known as 
the “Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ and of the Temple 
of Solomon”, or Knights Templar. 

 
Daniel Marr 
Captain-General           
 
 

 

Mt. Calvary Commandery #1 K.T. 
 
     As I sit down to write this month’s trestleboard 
article for Commandery, I’m in a bit of a history mood.  
So, I thought I would share a little Knights Templar 
history.  Most of my fellow York Rite companions who 
are involved in Commandery are already well familiar 
with the history of the Knights Templar.  However, for 
the rest of you, I hope you’ll find this brief history blurb 
to be at least a bit informative an interesting. 
     The Knights Templar were founded in Jerusalem at 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, on the spot that 
marks the crucifixion, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ on Christmas Day in the year 1119.   On that day, 
Hugh de Payns (who became the first Grand Master of 
the Knights Templar), Godfrey de Saint-Omer, and 
several other knights took their vows before the 
patriarch of the church and they took on the name 
“Poor Fellow-Soldiers of Christ”. 
     Originally Hugh and Godfrey had asked the Patriarch 
of Jerusalem and King Baldwin II if they could withdraw 
to a life of contemplation at a monastery or form a lay 
community.  The knights had recently fought in the 

Royal Arch Soup Supper! 
 
You are invited to a soup and chili event, with live 

music and other entertainment! 
 

When: February 25th from 3pm - 6pm 
Where: Papillion Masonic Center 
Cost: $8 for Adults - $5 for kids 

 
Everyone is welcome! 

 
The Omaha Ukulele Club will be providing live 

music, and everyone’s favorite clown will be set 
loose at the event as well. 
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     February means it is time for our annual Valentine 
Cookie Fundraiser. Order your very own 8" cookie 
delivered to your special someone. The cost is $8 for a 
decorated chocolate chip or shortbread cookie. For an 
additional $2, you may personalize the cookie with a 
short message. Contact any Job's Daughter or email 
kori.radloff@gmail.com for information. 
     We are also looking forward to honoring our leaders 
during the month of February. On Wednesday, 
February 22 from 6:30 - 8:30 pm, the Supreme 
Guardian, Supreme Bethel Honored Queen and Miss 
International Job's Daughter will have their official 
visitation at the Papillion Lodge, hosted by Bethel #1. 
We will honor Grand Guardian Elizabeth Grazier and 
Associate Grand Guardian Dustin Everitt at a special 
meeting and reception on Sunday, February 26 at 2:00 
pm.  
     As always, we appreciate the support of our 
Masonic Family! Thank you for all you do for Job's 
Daughters. 
 

In Jobie Love, 
Kori Radloff  
Bethel Guardian 
 

 

Job’s Daughters 
 
     Greetings from Job's Daughters! Bethel #1 continues 
to grow, adding our newest member on Sunday, 
January 22. We had several guests in attendance, 
including Grand Guardian Elizabeth Grazier. It is always 
such a blessing to have people on the sidelines. 

     In keeping with Honored Queen Chloe's theme, we 
will welcome prospective members at an Emoji Party 
on January 29 and at a bowling party on February 5. 
Please contact Bethel Guardian Kori Radloff at 
kori.radloff@gmail.com if you know of a young woman 
age 8 to 19 who would be interested in learning more 
about Job's Daughters or our Jobie 2 Bee program. 









To submit an article to the Trestleboard, send to papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com.  Articles need to be submitted prior to the 
19th of the month.   Questions or comments contact Dan Marr at the above email address. 

February 2017 Calendar 


