
   
 

 
 

 
 
Meetings on Tuesdays at 7pm                                                                                                                            Find us on the web! 
Stated meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month                                     Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/papio39/ 
                                                                                                                                                   Lodge website: www.papillion39.com 
 



Words From The East 

Brethren, 

     I am pleased to announce a new addition to our little 

Masonic family.  Starting this month, Boy Scout Troop 

#888 will begin meeting Thursday nights in the lower 

level of our building. 

     At our regular communication a couple of months ago  

a brother, that is heavily involved with the troop stood 

up and informed us that they were looking for another 

location to  hold their meetings as the church that they 

were currently at, no longer wished to continue the 

relationship.  He asked if we would be willing let them 

use the downstairs and maybe a little storage space. 

     It was moved and seconded and discussed and the 

members in attendance agreed that it would be an 

amazing opportunity for us and the entire family to have 

the troop meet at our building. 

     We discussed the short term benefits such as 

exposure of who we are and what we do as a family.  We 

talked about the parents of the boys and that may be 

seen as potential members for both the Lodge and other 

bodies. 

     We discussed the long term benefits and agreed that 

these boys could potentially become the future of our 

organizations.  We discussed joint community outreach 

projects and the benefits of having an army of boys 

around to help. 

     The dilemma was that the troop meets on Thursday 

evenings, the same night and time that O.E.S. #114 

meets.  Thankfully, the leadership shared our enthusiasm 

and shared our desire to become more involved with the 

community. 

     In other news, we have raised three new Master 

Masons this year and have another three that we will be 

initiating over the next few weeks.  There will be plenty 

of opportunity to participate in degree work so if you are 

interested please get a hold of me and let me know what 

you want to do. 

     With that I would like to take a moment to recognize 

the mentorship program that WB Patrick Berry 

implemented during his year.  Our newest members our 

nailing their proficiency (some are doing the long form) 

and are becoming more engaged thanks to our mentors.  

Great job guys! 

     Your Lodge is doing great things brothers; it may be 

time for you to get off of the sofa and come check it out! 

     See you Tuesday! 

 

Bill Young 

Worshipful Master  

2 

Odd Jobs Team 
 
     The Odd Jobs Team is a group of Brothers who have 
volunteered to assist Masons and their spouses with 
simple Odd Jobs or tasks around the house that they 
cannot do on their own.  
     Some examples of Odd Job requests that could most 
likely be handled by the Odd Jobs Team include: 
◦ Basic tasks around the yard such as mending a fence, 
repair a deck railing, or cleaning out the gutters. 
◦ Simple household tasks such as fixing a loose stairway 
rail, changing a hard-to reach light bulb, or fixing a 
cabinet door. 
◦ Other manual labor tasks that don’t take extremely 
specialized knowledge or tools. 
     Unfortunately at this time we cannot offer 
assistance with reoccurring tasks, such as mowing or 
snow removal. 
     If you have a request, please contact the team at 
OddJobsTeam@outlook.com or call the Lodge. Once 
we receive your request we will reach out to the 
different volunteers on the Odd Jobs Team to try to 
match your task with one or more people on the team. 
                                                A member of the team will  
                                                contact you to discuss the  
                                                task and once we are sure  
                                                that it’s something that we  
                                                can safely and properly do  
                                                for you, we’ll schedule a  
                                                time to get things started!  

The American Red Cross 
Please donate and/or help us spread the word 

 
Papillion Community Blood Drive 
Papillion Masonic Center 
October 14th 11:30 am-5:30 pm 
Call 800-RedCross or go to www.redcrossblood.org to 
schedule your appointment 

Walk-ins are welcome! 
 



Words from the West 

     I was reading an online article this last week that was 

discussing that we all believe in ghosts.  They author was 

not contending that the entire population thinks that 

there are phantasms floating, places are haunted, or had 

any uniform views on the afterlife. The “ghost” to which 

he was referring was internal. 

     His assertion was that we all have a perfect, 

irreproachable, and fictional being that lives in our head. 

This virtual being is as immaterial and invisible as any 

supernatural creature. I am almost certain you have 

heard someone say (or even said yourself) that if he or 

she did something wrong, it was a result of their 

circumstances. “The REAL me would never do something 

like that.”  The REAL me would never take $5 from my 

kid’s piggy bank, it was just that I really needed to have a 

little bit of cash for the work football pool and don't have 

time to run to the ATM. I would have stopped to help the 

old man on the side of the road change his tire, but it is 

really hot out and I am in a shirt and tie for a meeting at 

work.        

     This “real” person is a defense mechanism that we all 

conjure to protect our psyches in the face of an immoral, 

illegal, or questionable action. As long as we believe in 

the ghost inside, then we are not bad people. A variation 

on this theme is the statement that I have heard, and 

said, many times. If only people could know the “real” 

me, could see my intentions, feelings, the purity of my 

motivations, etc., then I would be 

liked/loved/promoted... 

     The undebatable truth is, however, that we are our 

actions.  We  are  what  we do  and show  the  world.  The 

 

person that pulled victims out of the rubble of a natural 

disaster did it because of the person they are inside, but 

the same holds true for the ruthless dictator. Both are 

held in judgment by society for their actions and 

consequences, not for their intent or associated 

emotions.  Many of us may roll our eyes when an 

individual hears of a personal or group tragedy and the 

extent of their (in)action is to keep the affected people 

in their thoughts without actually doing anything. I would 

wager that those people could use more than good 

thoughts. 

     To steal the previous author’s metaphor—while our 

internal self is the fertile soil from which the fruits of our 

actions spring, the person at the grocery store is at most 

minimally concerned with how rich the soil was in which 

the tree that grew their apple lived.  To state it again 

because it bears repeating: we are what we do and not 

to what we think. 

     This parallels the teachings of Masonry, yet again. 

Notice that while we spend time discussing the 

expansion of the mind and foster the idea of the equality 

of all beings, the focus is on action. The greatest of our 

tenets is charity (an action). We have working tools and 

call Masonic activities labor.  The only explicit directions 

we are given are how to behave in society, not how to 

think.  It behooves all Masons to remember that we are 

viewed by our acts and behavior, and it may be that all 

internal machinations aside, consistency of good and fair 

action is what sets Masons apart. 

 

Geoffrey Talmon 

Senior Warden 
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From the Desk of the Secretary/Recorder 

     First - Dues - About half way through the month I will 

send out the statements, dues, per capita and 

assessments for Papillion Lodge #39 will be $159.50  

     The York Rite will be $132 for three bodies, all four will 

be more and two or less will be less. Pretty obvious that. 

     Credit Cards are accepted for Lodge, please go 

through the web site. Jonathan Paz does have the ability 

to swipe...York Rite might be able to get him to do it for 

you too, you'd have to ask  

     Second - New Members - what do you do when you 

don't have enough officer positions to go around....find 

out their interests, put them to work as committee 

members or assist the Stewards or Secretary or Tyler,  

 

 

PAPILLION CHAPTER #114 

There were 86 people present when Papillion and Adah 

Chapters held a joint meeting for their Metro Area 

Visitation this year.  On August 22nd the two Chapters 

entertained their guests at a buffet salad luncheon.  After 

lunch, the special guests who were responding for the 

Metro Area Chapters spoke briefly. 

The program for the afternoon was designed to increase 

our knowledge of the Masonic Fraternity and its many 

appendant bodies.  We had nine presenters, each of 

whom spoke briefly about one or more organization to 

which they belonged.  We learned about the basic 

purpose and membership requirements for each group.  

The organizations covered were basic Masonry, York Rite 

and Scottish Rite Masonry, Shriners, Beauceant, White 

Shrine, Daughters of the Nile, Eastern Star, Job’s 

Daughters, Rainbow for Girls and DeMolay.  

One of the presenters was having a birthday, so birthday 

cake was served to complete the afternoon. 

On Saturday, August 29th, the Area 11 Grand Officer 

Visitation was held at the Nebraska Masonic Home in 

Plattsmouth.  It was hosted by the Chapters in 

Plattsmouth, Papillion, Bellevue, Nebraska City and 

Weeping Water.  There were approximately 100 people 

present.  After opening remarks the Tangier Shrine 

Chanters entertained us with several numbers.  A 

delicious catered lunch was served.  During the 

afternoon we learned about plans for attending General  

building committee needs people, kitchen help for 

degrees would be nice, wardrobe help would be very 

nice in council and commandery...not quite so much in 

chapter, but there too.  

     There seems to be an emphasis that they don't need 

to learn ritual unless they are officers, wrong, they can 

help with the ritual without being an officer, there is a lot 

available for the new members to do while they are 

waiting for an opportunity to be an officer, and 

remember there are some that have no desire to be an 

officer and can be run off if we insist on it...side liners and 

stump sitters are important too. 

 

Carl Highman 

Secretary 

 

 

Grand Chapter and special projects of our Nebraska 

Worthy Grand Matron and Patron.  We also heard about 

the activities of the 5 hosting Chapters as their Worthy 

Matrons presented their gifts towards these special 

projects.  

All of those present who had been members of the Order 

for 50 or more years were introduced and we were 

shown examples of ways to add fun to our regular 

Chapter meetings.  Remarks by the Worthy Grand 

Matron and Worthy Grand Patron ended the days 

activities. 

On September 3rd, eight members of the Papillion 

Masonic Family made their annual visit to the Masonic 

Home in Plattsmouth.  Three members of the PMF family 

who are now residents of the Home joined them for 

dinner.  Mary Vrbka, the Home’s Administrator, 

answered any questions our people had. 

 

Phyllis Cain, Reporter 

Comments or Questions –  

phyllisccain27@gmail.com 
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Social Order of the Beauceant 

     Omaha Assembly #91 has been very busy, and the 

next few months will be even busier.  With Fall upon us, 

we are busily preparing for our one and only fundraiser, 

The Beauceant Card Party to be held the 13th of October 

at Tangier Shrine Center from 10 AM to 3 PM.  Lunch, and 

door prizes will be included in the $7.00 donation.  We 

have a number of tables already reserved, and many 

items have been promised for our Craft Table, Bake Sale, 

and Raffle.  With Christmas less than 3 months away, you 

might find that perfect gift for your special friend at one 

of our tables. 

     Seems like we coast for 9 months, and the last 3 

months of a term are very busy.  But we are definitely up 

to the challenge.  Those of us who attended Supreme 

Assembly, and had the pleasure of meeting our Supreme 

President, will have returned from Houston, Texas with 

renewed vigor and excitement. We will be working hard 

preparing for her visit on November 21st.    What we have 

learned at Supreme will be shared with the Assembly 

over  the  coming months. Topping off the  fall  schedule.      

 

District 10 Grand Family Visitation 

     On Friday, August 

28, Papillion Masonic 

Center hosted the 

Worthy Grand Matron, 

Brenda McGuire and 

Worthy Grand Patron, 

Delbert Rogers, Grand 

Family and the district 

OES Chapters.  The 

event was attended by 

approximately 80 

Brothers and Sisters 

who enjoyed a catered 

dinner.  Participants 

were also entertained 

by games.  The Worthy Matrons and Patrons from the 

district showed off their skills in diapering teddy bears 

and pinning the tie on the Worthy Grand Patron and 

pinning the corsage on the Worthy Grand Matron.  The 

Grand Theme “Beauty of the Star” was illustrated by the 

five “Petals” or Grand Star Points who displayed a four 

part puzzle in different configurations to show all the 

different aspects of the beauty of our Star.  Fifty year plus 

members were honored with gifts presented by “Speedy  

will be the Worthy President’s Thank You Party at Oak 

Hills Country Club on November 20th 

     Since our last visit, I have had the pleasure of meeting 

my counterpart from North Platte Assembly, Mrs. Karen 

Lyne.  We were able to have a brief visit, and I am hoping 

we can get together again soon.   

     I also had the honor and privilege of attending Mt. 

Calvary Commandery #1’s 150th Anniversary 

celebration.  What an illustrious and impressive history 

the Commandery has! 

     Again, illness has struck our Assembly.  Our thoughts 

and prayers for a speedy recovery are with those Sisters 

who have been afflicted.  We hope to have them with us, 

soon.  

Isobel Taylor 

President 

Omaha, Assembly #91 SOOB 

isobel2015@cox.net 

 

 

 

Delivery” which was part of the “Mr. Rogers” theme 

which also included a sing along.  All Nebraska Eastern 

Star members are challenged with thinking about what 

the beauty of the Star means to them, and are invited 

to send their stories to the Grand Chapter. 

Erin Marr 

Adah 
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Job’s Daughters Bethel #1 

     It's no monkeying around at Bethel #1...these young 

ladies are keeping busy with meetings, fun activities, 

service projects and more! 

     One of the highlights of September was a painting 

party led by Past Grand Guardian Trudy Else. Under her 

guidance, the girls each 

created an original painting 

on canvas. It is clear that all 

our girls have a lot of 

creativity and imagination! 

     Other fun events this 

past month included a 

sleepover and our annual 

Grand Visitation with the 

Grand Guardian, Associate 

Grand Guardian, Grand Bethel Honored Queen and Miss 

Nebraska Job's Daughter. We worked with Bethel #18 to 

host the event and it was a great time! 

     We would like to extend a hearty welcome to all 

members of the Masonic family at our October meetings. 

On Sunday, Oct. 11, we will 

perform a ceremony to 

honor Masons and Eastern 

Star members, and on 

Sunday, Oct. 25, we will be 

holding Initiation. We hope 

you can attend! 

     We have already read one 

petition as we look forward to Initiation, and we hope to 

have a few more. If you know of a young lady between 

the ages of 10 and 20, we would welcome her into our 

Bethel.  

     We also have a wonderful program for girls ages 8 and 

up who want to learn more about Job's Daughters called 

Jobies 2 Bee. This group, led by Past Bethel Guardian 

Elizabeth Grazier, meets at the same time as our Bethel. 

Each month they have a theme for their meeting related 

to Job's Daughters. 

For example, at 

their past meeting, 

they learned about 

one of our 

symbols, the White 

Dove. They learned 

that it is a symbol 

of Job's first daughter, Jemima. They got to see a Junior 

Princess crown up close and looked for the White Dove 

symbols engraved on it. They then made dove 

ornaments. After the Bethel meeting, while the Bethel 

members were changing clothes, they went on a hunt to 

find all the White 

Dove images they 

could in the Bethel 

room. Finally, they 

joined back up with 

the Bethel members 

for fellowship and 

fun. It is our hope 

that this experience 

helps them understand a little more about Job's 

Daughters and deepens their understanding of Initiation 

when the time comes for them to join. Our Jobie 2 Bee 

program was presented at a state Job's Daughters 

workshop last year 

and is now being used 

as a model for other 

Bethels to use. If you 

know any girls would 

would like to learn 

more, please send 

them our way! 

 

Kori Radloff 

Bethel Guardian, Job's Daughters 

Bethel #1 
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Laughter on the Level by Martin Faulks 

"The festive board is going well," said one Brother to 

the JW, "Shall we let them have fun a little more or 

would you like to do your toast for the visitors now." 

 

A man new to Masonry was talking with his friend and 

said, "We have Grand Officers in our Lodge who are 

very religious." 

"How come?" said his friend. 

"Well, every time our new master does the Ritual, they 

put their heads in their hands and say, "Oh my God!"" 

 

Red Cross Results 

     I would like to express thanks to you and all of your 

donors that came to the blood drive and for your 

commitment to the American Red Cross Blood Services.   

On behalf of the patients we serve, we thank you for 

holding your blood drive. Thank you for your support of 

the Red Cross mission in saving lives!   

     22 pints of whole blood collected. Great job!   Your 

blood drive potentially saved 66 lives! 

 

Adah Chapter OES Potluck Dinner 

     The Adah Chapter OES Potluck Dinner was held on 

Sunday, September 13.  About twenty of our Masonic 

Family were treated to a variety of potluck dishes and 

wonderful company.  The highlight of the event was 

guest speaker, local author Joy Johnson.  Joy spoke about 

her Masonic heritage and related her story of how she 

came to write her current series of humorous mystery 

novels, as well as telling us a little about her non-profit 

organization, The Centering Group which focuses on 

grief counseling.  After a lot of laugh out loud fun, she 

closed with the story of John F Kennedy’s daughter, little 

Caroline Kennedy, who, while riding in the slow moving 

limousine in her father’s funeral procession rolled down 

the window of the limo and reached out to her secret 

service agent for comfort.  The agent, knowing it was not 

allowed, took the grieving child’s hand and held it the 

whole way.  Joy reminded us that all of us, on occasion 

are that agent, offering comfort to those who are sick, 

hurt  or  grieving.  But we also should allow  ourselves  to 

 

 

be little Caroline when we need to be.  If you hold out 

your hand, you will find someone to take it. 

 

Erin Marr 

Adah  
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Red Cross – Recipient Spotlight 

     At 31-weeks pregnant with her fifth child, Joyce Foley 

experienced a complication. Within the hour, she found 

herself in the labor and delivery unit at her hospital. The 

plan was to stay the night for observation. Her doctor 

suggested that she get a fetal ultrasound to rule out any 

issues.  

      “I never could have imagined how my life was about 

to change. The ultrasound showed that I had a complete 

placenta previa. As if that wasn't scary enough, I learned 

I also had something called a placenta percreta. My 

placenta had grown into, and through, the wall of my 

uterus while then breaching the back wall of my bladder 

where it embedded itself,” Foley said. “I have been a 

nurse for many years and I had never heard of anything 

quite like this. My history of cesareans and scarring had 

laid the perfect foundation for this complication. The 

only treatment for my condition was to undergo a 

hysterectomy and a bladder repair upon delivery.” 

     Her condition carried many risks and complications, 

the least being hemorrhage, the worst being death. A 

plan was set for her to deliver at 34 weeks.   

     Just over a week into her stay, Foley woke up to 

bleeding and learned that her baby would be brought 

into the world that day.   

      “I had never been so scared in my life. As the team 

was called in, I waited and prayed for God’s grace to rest 

upon me. I didn’t know what to expect, but knew it was 

now out of my hands,” said Foley. “My four little guys 

arrived just in time to give me some much needed 

snuggles before I was whisked away to the operating 

room.”  

     In the operating room, Foley was prepped for surgery. 

The next thing she knew she was in a hazy kind of state. 

“I was told I was in the surgical ICU at the Cleveland Clinic 

and the date was Wednesday, Sept. 25. It was then the 

memories of severe pain and a bumpy helicopter ride 

came reeling back,” she said. “My husband arrived, and 

what a story he had to share with me. I had been through 

a very traumatic delivery, one that no one was sure I 

would make it out of alive.” 

     Foley underwent a cesarean section to deliver her 

baby. Her hysterectomy was started and all was going 

well until her placenta was being peeled away from her 

bladder. At that point she went into disseminated 

intravascular coagulation. Her body was bleeding out, 

and she received 23 units of blood.  

      “I was later told that most people would not have 

made it off the operating table having lost this much 

blood.”   

     She was flown to another hospital in hopes of 

stabilization and a second surgery to complete the 

repair.  

     Her newborn son, Asher James Foley, was in the 

neonatal intensive care unit for six weeks. He weighed in 

at just 3 pounds, 13 ounces at birth.  

      “My recovery was riddled with many complications, 

which made my healing quite difficult. Through 

persistence and perseverance, I was able to be 

discharged to meet my Asher for the very first time,” 

Foley said. “Although not perfectly healthy, we were so 

happy to make our family whole again.”  

     One year later, in honor of Asher's first birthday and 

her renewed life, Foley and her family held a very special 

blood drive to honor the blood donors who helped save 

her.  

      “I hope my story can encourage and inspire those 

who do not fully understand just how much their blood 

can mean! Without the generosity of volunteer blood 

donors, I would not be here today with my husband and 

five amazing boys.” 
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October 2015 Calendar 

 

Note: The information above is pulled from the Papillion Lodge Calendar, as well as information provided to me by the 

leaders of the various bodies.  Please make sure that the Lodge has accurate information about your events, or email me 

directly, if you would like activities listed on this page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To submit an article to the Trestleboard, send to papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com.  Articles need to be submitted 

prior to the 19th of the month.   Questions or comments contact Dan Marr (djm.papio39@outlook.com

mailto:papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com
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