
   
 

 
 

 
 
Meetings on Tuesdays at 7pm                                                                                                                            Find us on the web! 
Stated meeting: 2nd Tuesday of the month                                     Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/papio39/ 
                                                                                                                                                   Lodge website: www.papillion39.com 
 



Words From The East 

     Ugh…it’s Lodge night 

     I have two papers to write, a final to take, and work is 

crazy. I coach little league, my hallway needs painted, 

house needs sided, and I forgot to take out the trash 

yesterday. I wish there was a place I could go where there 

were no deadlines, no chores, and no pressure. I wish 

there was a place where I could relax amongst friends, 

be myself, blow off some steam, and get away from it all. 

     Does this sound like your life? I bet it does. I hear it 

from you guys all the time. How can I expect you to focus 

on the Lodge when you have so many other outside 

obligations? How can you memorize a lecture when you 

work 60 hours a week? Why should you spend your one 

“free” night with us? 

     Much like you, I have a million reasons why I shouldn’t 

be at Lodge on Tuesdays. I get up to go to work, get off 

at three, run to the gym, coach my son’s football team, 

and then run to Lodge. I barley have time to eat and the 

only time I see my kids on Tuesday is when they are 

sleeping. Tuesday is a nightmare day for me. Driving from 

obligation to obligation I sometimes wonder why I 

spread myself so thin. What could I cancel today? Should 

I just say “forget it” and skip everything and just go home 

and go to bed? 

     So why don’t I just go home or I guess a better 

question is why do I spread myself so thin? The answer is 

simple. There is only one place that I can go where 

everyone understands and cares about what I’m going 

through. All of us have made similar sacrifices and I know 

that I’m not the only one having the “Tuesday” 

conversation at home. I can vent about my day. I can talk 

about my kids and my family and about all of my dreams 

and nightmares. I go because I realize that the Lodge is 

much more than just another obligation that I have to 

participate in. I go because you guys hold me 

accountable for my actions or inactions. I go because you 

are just as busy and as frustrated as me and I owe it to 

you to get my ass to Lodge. 

     I go because I need you guys. When the clouds roll in 

and all hell is breaking loose I know that I can find shelter 

within the walls of our Lodge. I know that I have a 

shoulder to cry on, a brother to listen, and a snarky past 

master to offer criticisms (which are very much 

appreciated).  

 

     Brothers, if you feel that are too busy to get to the 

Lodge then I submit to you that now may be the perfect 

time to get to the Lodge. Let us help you carry the world 

for an hour or two. 

     Saturday June 20th from 12 to 5pm we will be holding 

our annual Lodge BBQ fundraiser in the lower level of the 

Lodge. Tickets will be $10 per person and will be available 

at the door. The money raised at this event goes towards 

funding our various scholarships and community 

outreach projects that we participate in throughout the 

year.  

 

 

W. B. Bill Young 

Worshipful Master 
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Odd Jobs Team 
 
     The Odd Jobs Team is a group of Brothers who have 
volunteered to assist Masons and their spouses with 
simple Odd Jobs or tasks around the house that they 
cannot do on their own.  
     Some examples of Odd Job requests that could most 
likely be handled by the Odd Jobs Team include: 
◦ Basic tasks around the yard such as mending a fence, 
repair a deck railing, or cleaning out the gutters. 
◦ Simple household tasks such as fixing a loose stairway 
rail, changing a hard-to reach light bulb, or fixing a 
cabinet door. 
◦ Other manual labor tasks that don’t take extremely 
specialized knowledge or tools. 
     Unfortunately at this time we cannot offer 
assistance with reoccurring tasks, such as mowing or 
snow removal. 
     If you have a request, please contact the team at 
OddJobsTeam@outlook.com or call the Lodge. Once 
we receive your request we will reach out to the 
different volunteers on the Odd Jobs Team to try to 
match your task with one or more people on the team. 
                                                A member of the team will  
                                                contact you to discuss the  
                                                task and once we are sure  
                                                that it’s something that we  
                                                can safely and properly do  
                                                for you, we’ll schedule a  
                                                time to get things started!  



Words From The West 

 There is no doubt that as one learns ritual, one’s 

vocabulary expands (in some cases by an order of 

magnitude).  I have written before about how the 

language that we often use in Lodge is more formal and 

rooted in antiquity than colloquial parlance.  Because of 

this, there are many terms and phrases that often 

require modern Masons to research and reflect upon 

their meaning.  The one I have chosen for discussion this 

month is another such word, and I selected it for a prime 

reason: I have remarkable difficulty pronouncing it 

properly 

 Superfluity.  The dictionary definition of the term 

is “an unnecessarily large amount or number of 

something” or “an unnecessary thing.”  It is the root 

word for the more commonly utilized “superfluous.”  In 

our work, the term is often paired with others that 

discuss that which Masons should mentally and 

spiritually rid themselves of including vices, licentious 

habits, prejudices, and preconceptions.    

The call to avoid these thoughts and behaviors is 

not unique to Masonry.  Indeed, every major religion 

provides similar guidance in one form or another, 

speaking to the recognition of the universality of this 

goal.  However, as with many other lessons, the depth of 

the significance of this word is only superficially treated 

in our ritual and not given the brute-force discussion that 

one might find elsewhere.  It is, despite its brevity, no less 

a profound statement than any other in all of Masonry. 

 

 

Words From The South 

 Long time, no write! I know it's been awhile since 

I've checked in and contributed a trestleboard article, but 

fear not I am back. I'd like to apologize for the lack of 

interaction as of late, sometimes the business of life gets 

in the way and needless to say I have been very busy. I 

am looking forward to all of the events we have coming 

up, there is a great deal of fun on the horizon. With 

everything we have scheduled there will be plenty going 

on to get involved in with social events and degrees. One 

thing that is lacking however is community 

service/engagement. It's real easy to jump on a parade 

float and say we are involved in the community but what 

have we actually done as of late? I will admit I have failed 

to take an active role in heading that on, but I can't do it 

At its core, it calls upon Masons to ignore all that 

that is extraneous in their life.  Note how there is no 

specific prescription about what is “extra.”  It is left to the 

individual Mason to determine what those things are 

based on one’s own moral and spiritual center.  More 

specifically, it proposes the converse: only pay attention 

to that which matters 

What does matter? I find that I ask myself that 

question more and more as I begin to get a little older, 

particularly when I am “picking my battles” at work, at 

home, or in public and/or choosing how to react to a 

situation.  Is the fact that my kids cannot sit still at a 

restaurant really worth getting upset? Does the fact that 

my wife did not feed the dog today truly warrant a 

negative comment? My father had a great axiom that 

sums this up—before reacting, determine if you will 

remember the scenario a month from now, a year from 

now, or ten years from now.  In almost every instance, 

the answer to that question is no.  They, then, are 

superfluities of life. 

I believe it is incumbent upon all Masons to take 

regular inventory of that which is generating stress in 

their life and truly determine if those items are truly 

critical.  It is also our duty to temper our reactions 

according to the same litmus test, using one of the 

speculative tools as we were taught.  It is quite likely that 

we will find that that which causes so much 

consternation is truly extraneous. 

 

Geoffrey Talmon 

Senior Warden 

 

alone. HELP ME HELP YOU. I am looking for some 

assistance with heading up some community engaging 

activities and invite any brother in the lodge to join me 

in making this happen. There are so many opportunities 

to get involved and better our communities that it is 

inexcusable. So if you want to make positive change, 

please reach out. I don't care if you are an officer, sit on 

the sidelines or never come around, THIS IS YOUR 

LODGE. Otherwise we can just keep taking about it.. 

 

 Glenn Lewis 

Junior Warden  
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From the Desk of the Secretary/Recorder 

     First, let’s get the closures in: 6/2 - 6/6 Masonic All 

Star Band Camp and Shrine Bowl; 6/19 - 6/25 Supreme 

Council Order of the Amaranth 

     That means I miss Lodge on the 2nd and the 23rd, 

COTS on the 6th, Commandery on the 5th, Council on the 

18th, and the PAC Band concert on the 21st...not to 

mention most of the College World Series, oh yes, I will 

miss the 16th lodge meeting for the CWS.... 

     The first thing I'll have to do will be to get the Trestle 

Board mailing out, print on Sunday the 26th and/or 

Monday the 27th, then fold and mail on the 28th, most 

local folks should get it before the 1st.... 

     I'll have to work full days for most of July just to catch 

up, there is just so much I can do in advance. 

     The dues for Lodge are completed, does not mean 

that I won't take money from some that were comp'd 

that can now pay, or donations if anyone feels so 

inclined. 

     I will now be concentrating on collecting the last of the 

York Rite dues...this is 150 years for Commandery so 

there will be special celebrations going on in September, 

candidates will be invited as well for the open portion. 

The York Rite Festival will be September for the Royal 

Arch Chapter and October for the Council of Cryptic 

Masons and Commandery of Knights Templar, petitions 

should be in my hand before the end of August. 

     May ended up with multiple band events, La Vista 

with the Shriners then double back and join the lodge in 

the parade, Memorial Day with the Plattsmouth 

Community Band, the 30th with the 1st Nebraska 

Volunteer Brass Band in Valley. I now know why they 

wore long johns year 'round in the 1860's, those wool 

pants are not lined. 

     I am not the only Secretary in town answering the 

phone on a timely basis, WB Jim Carlton is now Secretary 

for Bellevue, and, as I do regularly, when there is a 

conflict on meeting night and the potential candidates 

schedule we discuss the other lodges in the area, Jim has 

sent us two pc's recently. If you run into him at the 

Shrine, thank him. 

     I've run on long enough, but there is one more thing, 

Geoffrey Talmon is the lead in the FC competition and he 

needs 5 more volunteers, Junior Deacon, Senior Steward, 

Tyler, and two alternates....learn your part, alternates 

need to know more than one and we can switch around 

to cover....last year we burned all the alternates and had 

to use our Secretary as the candidate...please show 

up...you don't need to attend regularly to sign up and 

participate, you just have to know your part. 

 

A Carl Highman, Secretary/Recorder 

Lodge, RAM, CM & KT 

 

 

To Florence Chapter #61 RAM 

     This is for the members that don't have an email on 

file:  We have had problems with the attendance at the 

Potluck prior to the monthly meeting.  The question 

presented was do we want to keep the social time the 

potluck provides, change the format, or discontinue 

altogether.  Please get your opinion to EC Chris Nigro or 

me before next meeting, or better yet, show up for the 

meeting. 

     By the way, we will be having the potluck prior at 6:45 

PM (it was changed from 6:30 to accommodate the Red 

Cross Blood Drive if they a have a last minute donor) 

 

A Carl Highman, Secretary  

The American Red Cross 
 
March storms forced the cancellation of more than 200 
blood drives, resulting in nearly 7,000 uncollected 
blood and platelet donations. This shortfall follows 
more than 26,400 uncollected blood and platelet 
donations in February due to severe weather across 27 
states. 
  
Please donate and/or help us spread the word- 
 
Papillion Community Blood Drive 
Papillion Masonic Center 
April 8th 11:30 am-5:30 pm 
Call 800-RedCross or go to www.redcrossblood.org to 
schedule your appointment 
 

Walk ins are welcome! 
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Papillion Chapter #114 

     Most of you Eastern Star members have attended an 

Eastern Star funeral service.  Have you made 

arrangements to have one as a part of your final rites? 

     Your Chapter would be honored to perform such a 

service for you.  When a member dies, the Worthy   

Matron makes every effort to contact someone in the 

family and offers to conduct our service.  This is not 

always possible if the member lived out of the area, 

although Papillion Chapter officers have been known to 

travel a good many miles when our service was 

requested.                                                         

     The Eastern Star funeral ceremony is designed to be 

used either alone or as a part of a larger service.  It can 

be used as part of a service within a church with the 

church’s permission, or as part of a service or as a stand 

alone ceremony at a mortuary.  It can be used at the 

gravesite but that can be difficult and isn’t done very 

often any more. 

     If you are a former member of the Order, you may not 

know that there is a shorter ceremony that can be used 

for former members who either hold a demit or were 

suspended for non-payment of dues.  The Chapter might 

not be alert to these circumstances so you would want 

to leave instructions for someone in the Chapter to be 

contacted if you are interested in this. 

 

Omaha Assembly #91 

     Spring is here, but my friends from the Scottsbluff 

area are experiencing snow. Perhaps Mother Nature 

needs to look at her calendar. 

     Last month I had the honor of bringing Greetings to 

Grand Commandery in Kearney. I was exceedingly proud 

to represent Omaha Assembly #91, SOOB. 

     As we approach the summer months, our assembly is 

preparing to have a couple of months off. However, this 

in no way means we will be idle. July will bring our annual 

picnic with Commandery #1. It will be held on July 11th, 

at 12PM, at Papillion Masonic Center.  The meat and 

beverages will be provided. Those attending should bring 

either a salad or dessert. 

     On August 21st. Our Assembly will be having lunch 

and playing Bingo, with the residence at the Masonic 

Home in Plattsmouth. 

     Current officers are finding that our members are not 

thinking to include an Eastern Star service with whatever 

end of life requests or wishes they are leaving with family 

members.  If the family members aren’t affiliated with 

Eastern Star, they may not know what the service is like 

and decline to have one held. 

     So, if you are a member, or a former member, and 

would like to have an Eastern Star service as a part of 

your final rites, please let your family know that so they 

can respond appropriately when they are asked about it.  

There is a place to include music in the service and your 

favorite hymn could be used if the Chapter knew what it 

was. 

     A casket emblem, to be retained by the family, is 

provided by the Chapter for local members whether or 

not a Star funeral ceremony is conducted.  

     It is hoped you will consider this matter and let your 

family members know your wishes when these matters 

come up for discussion.  

 

Phyllis Cain, Reporter 

Questions or Comments: 

phyllisccain27@gmail.com 

 

 

 

     If there's anyone who is not a regular attendee of our 

Assembly, who would like to join us for either or both of 

these activities, you can make a reservation with me. 

Contact information is at the bottom of this article. 

     Supreme Beauceant will be held September 21-25 in 

Houston, Texas. I invite as many members of Beauceant 

as possible to plan on attending. The registration 

information should be on the Knights Templar website by 

the time you read this. Our Assembly has 3 Committee 

members who will be working at Supreme in various 

capacities. 

     Take time to smell the roses! 

Isobel Taylor, Worthy President 

Omaha Assembly #91 SOOB 

isobel2015@cox.net 

  402-493-2854 
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Job’s Daughters 

     Bethel #1 Job’s Daughters installed our new officers 

on May 17th.  We are really excited for our new Honored 

Queen Brianna Fischbach and the other officers. Brianna 

has planned a very busy and productive term. 

     The members and adults of our Bethel are revving up 

for this year’s Grand Session. It will be held on the 

campus of Peru State College in Peru, NE, June 16th-

20th.  We have one Grand Bethel Officer, five Grand 

Bethel Representatives, a HIKE Coordinator, Spirit 

Ambassador and three adult Grand Officers. All the 

members will be joining in centerpiece, choir, signing, 

team and individual ritual competitions. Some members  

 

We Want to Know What You Think! 

 

     The Trestleboard committee wants your opinion! We 

have a question this month and would like to know what 

our readers think. It doesn’t matter if it is a short 

paragraph or a full article.  Our hope is to have a variety 

of individuals contributing their thoughts. This month we 

want to ask, “What does being involved in Masonry 

mean to you?”  Please submit your answers to 

papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com.  

     It would be great if you included a little bit about 

yourself in your email. For instance, what lodges have 

you belonged to, which appendant bodies have you 

belonged to, and any past honors that you would like to 

mention (such as serving as Worshipful Master, Worthy 

Matron, Commander, etc). 

     If you don’t use email? That’s not a problem, feel free 

to send a letter to the Lodge the old fashion way.  Just 

address it to the Trestleboard Committee and we’ll get 

it! 

     We hope to hear from you!  

will compete in Arts & Crafts, Librarians, singing, and 

musical instrument competitions. We even have 5 adults 

who will be part of the ritual competitions. We will be 

holding practices at the PMC in the weeks before Grand 

Session so don’t be surprised if you don’t see us in a 

corner of the building practicing our parts.  

     Please keep good thoughts for our girls and adults as 

they travel to and participate in our Grand Session. 

 

Elizabeth Grazier 

Bethel Guardian  

Bethel #1 Jobs Daughters 

International  

The Birthday Club 
 
The Birthday Club meets on the last Wednesday of the 
month at 11:30 am.  They usually meet at the Lodge and 
then carpool to wherever they’ll have lunch.  It is open 
to all members of the Papillion Masonic Family. 

BBQ Fundraiser 
 

Each year the Lodge provides funds for a variety of 
scholarships and community outreach projects.  To 
help provide the money necessary to carry on this 
giving tradition the Lodge holds an annual BBQ 
Fundraiser.  If you would like to give back to the 
community, this is a great way for you to do that 
because you get the warm fuzzy feeling of giving AND 
you get great BBQ!  What could be better than that? 
 
This year the BBQ will be held on Saturday June 20th 
from Noon until 5pm, and it will be in the lower level of 
the Lodge. 
 
Tickets are only $10 per person, and you can pay at the 
door.  The money raised goes towards funding our 
various scholarships and community outreach projects 
that we participate in throughout the year. 
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June 2015 Calendar 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
7p - 
Templecraft 

2 
7p – Papio #39 
Past Master’s 
Challenge 

3 
7p - DeMolay 

4 
 

5 
12p – SOOB 
Lunch 
1p – SOOB 
Meeting 
6:30p – 
Commandery 
Dinner 
7:30p –
Commandery 
#1 Meeting 

6 
8a – COTS 

 

7 
2p - Job’s 
Daughters 

8 9 
6:30 – Papio 
#39 Dinner 
7p - Papio #39 
Business 
Meeting 

10 
11 Red Cross 
Blood Drive 
7:30p – RAM 
Meeting 

11 
7:30p – 
Papillion #114 
OES Business 
Meeting 

12 
7:30p – Adah 
OES Business 
Meeting 

13 
8a – Papio # 
39 BBQ 
Fundraiser 

14 
2p - Job’s 
Daughters 

15 16 
7p – Papio #39 
Degree Night 

17 
 

18 19 20 
 

21 
2p - Job’s 
Daughters  

22 23 
7p – Papio #39 
Degree Night 

24 25 26 27 
 

28 
2p - Job’s 
Daughters 

29 30 
7p – Papio #39  

    

 

 

 

 

 

To submit an article to the Trestleboard, send to papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com.  Articles need to be submitted prior 

to the 19th of the month.   Questions or comments contact Dan Marr (djm.papio39@outlook.com

Laughter On The Level  
by Martin Faulks 

Most Masons are very law-abiding but some of them get mixed up when it comes to the difference between the 

amount of alcohol you can take through Customs and the amount you are allowed to drink and drive. 

 

A young Entered Apprentice was being tested on his memory and proficiency. 

After displaying the signs and passwords he had learned, he asked: "I have noticed several of the older members 

sticking their fingers in their ears and whistling, What does that sign means?" 

"That's not a sign," replied the DC. "That's just the Past Masters adjusting their hearing aids. 

mailto:papio39.trestleboard@gmail.com
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